
 

 

“To meet the educational needs of the Pohangina Valley community by fostering 
individual excellence in a dynamic and caring environment.” 

 

 
EXCELLENT LEARNING FOR A GLOBAL FUTURE 

 Respect Whakaute - Honesty Matatika - Effort Ngaki 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

 19 October, 2017  Week 1 Term 4, 2017 

Virtue of the week: 
 

Kindness 
Kindness comes form the heart. 
It is not self-serving, it is 
ignited through love, caring 
and compassion for others and 
expects nothing in return. 
When are kind to someone, 
your whole physiology 
changes. 
“If you light a lamp for someone 
else it will also brighten your 
path.” – Buddha 
 
 

 
Kia Ora Awahou Community, 
Welcome back to our final term of 2017, and the start of my 
third year at the helm of this awesome little school! We hope 
you had an enjoyable break and the kids got some well deserved 
r’n’r. They have certainly all come back in a great headspace 
and ready to continue learning and having fun! 
As with all terms these days, this one promises to be super busy 
and packed full of amazing teaching, learning, trips and 
activities! Included in the third page of this newsletter is our 
school ‘Long Term Plan’ for this term, showing the learning that 
is going to take place, the EOTC (Education Outside the 
Classroom) opportunities and the assessment schedule to 
complete end of year assessments, all jammed into a 9 week 
term. It’s going to fly buy!  
A reminder that rather than ‘traditional’ reports this year, your 
child’s individual ‘Learning as Inquiry’ document shows a year’s 
worth of progress towards learning goals, summative assessment 
results (including National Standards) along with examples, 
teacher / self feedback, and (hopefully) termly feedback from 
you as parents. In weeks 7 & 8 there will be an opportunity to 
meet classroom teachers to discuss your child’s progress and 
achievement from the year. You can take home a hard copy of 
this document, or keep the digital one on file – whatever works 
for you. 
In the next couple of weeks I will get out some community 
consultation about some of the changes we have made this year, 
and where we want to head in the future. Your feedback is 
highly valued as it helps us make changes, understand how you 
are finding our systems, and ensure we are heading in the right 
direction to serve our community. We look forward to your 
continued support in Term 4. 
Arohanui, Matt Schmidt – Principal. 

AWAHOU SCHOOL 
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Singing in Japanese to our visitors 
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School Photos 
A reminder that School Photos are being held next 
Wednesday morning, October 25th. Pre-printed 
order forms and information were sent home last 
term. PhotoLife will again be doing our photos this 
year. 
 
Family Photo Opportunity 
Coming soon! Helen at Valley Studios is putting 
together a special Christmas Family Portait 
opportunity for Awahou School families. This is 
ikely to be a date in November and based here at 
school, where Awahou School immediate families 
will be invited to take advantage of this opportunity, 
with some proceeds also donated back to school. 
More details to come…. 
 
Pet Day 
Apologies for the incorrect date orignally published 
for Pet Day. With so much happening this term, the 
first realistic opportunity for Pet Day is on Friday 
November 17th. This is a little later than previous 
years but will still be a great day nonetheless.  
 
Term 4 Happenings 
As mentioned above, there is A LOT happening this 
term. Attached is our Long Term Plan for the year 
so you can see what is happening and plan in 
advance. 
 
FRIENDS OF AWAHOU – WE WANT YOU! 
Next Wednesday at 7pm will be our first FoA 
meeting of the year, here at school. We want you 
there! This meeting we will be looking at Pet Day 
and looking ahead to events next year. The more 
parents we have helping, the less work for 
everybody involved, so we’d love to see you as a 
part of this fantastic group. 
 
Pallet Furniture 
We have been lucky enough to secure a pretty 
substantial quantity of wooden pellets this term and 
are hoping to get creative with it and make some 
awesome pellet furniture in discovery times. There 
are a lot of great examples of what we could do 
online. If you’re a bit of a handyman and are keen 
to come along and share your skills and expertise on 
a Friday, middle block (or any other time that works 
for you), let us know and let’s see what we can 
create! 
 
Japanese Student Visit 
If you haven’t already, check out the great pictures 
and videos of our visit from the IPU students 
yesterday. What a great day it was! Thanks again 
Catherine Knight for getting this organised for us. It 
is great for our students to observe / learn about 
other cultures. Maybe a Japanese exchange one 
day?!.... 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 
Monday October 23rd – Labour Day 
 
Wednesday October 25th – School Photos 
 
Monday November 6th – Thursday 
November 9th – Maharahara Camp 
 
Friday November 17th  – Pet Day 
 
Monday November 21st / Tuesday 22nd – 
Life Education Trust Truck at school 
 
Wednesday, December 13th – Prizegiving 
 
Friday, December 15th – Last day of school 
year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SCHOOL NOTICES 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Cats for Sale 
3 Female cats need new homes. 
All are desexed with lovely natures. 
Please call 06 353 8779 if interested. 
 
County Fayre AGM 
Thursday, 20th November at 7.30pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


